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Legislative Update
from Pennsylvania Downtown Center


Greetings All,

As you all know by now, the state budget did pass the General Assembly last week and was signed into law by Governor Rendell over the weekend.  On October 6, PDC provided an email that laid out what was slated for New Communities and communication that we would provide an update after the budget passed or if there were additional issues that required additional actions.  Nothing changed, so we will provide this summary on 2009-2010 budget matters.  
· HB 1416, the final budget bill, was passed in the House of Representatives by a vote of 107-93.  To learn how your state representative voted, click here . The same bill also passed the Senate 42-7.  To learn how your state senator voted, click here.   In total, HB 1416 contains in it a line item of $11.25 million for New Communities under the DCED appropriation (page 264, line 25).
· The Community Revitalization Program and The Urban Revitalization Program line items (grants that legislators are able to distribute in their districts-so called “WAM” funds) have been eliminated.  These, along with Community Conservation and Employment, were the biggest line items to be eliminated.  Also zeroed out in the final budget was DCNR funding for the Commonwealth’s Heritage Areas.

· In total, the approved 2009-2010 DCED budget is just under $265 million.  This is approximately $303 less than the approved 2008-2009 budget, a startling decrease, but one that appears to have placed value in continuing to invest in the future of Pennsylvania’s core communities.  
As we mentioned in the October 6 Legislative Update, the governor’s revised budget included $10 million for New Communities.  SB 850 (the state senate’s counter proposal) eliminated funding for New Communities.  Agreements as recently as three weeks ago had funding for New Communities at $8.5 million.  There is no doubt that the work done by community volunteers, local staff and PDC board members and staff had a positive impact in exceeding the governor’s revised budget for New Communities.  This well-coordinated effort should lead to the continuation of revitalization efforts across the Commonwealth.  
However, 2009-2010 is going to be a very tight budget.  There is little reason to believe that there will be a surplus at the end of June of 2010.  If anything, there is reason to believe that there will be a deficit.  Additionally, 2010 is an election year in which all state representatives and ½ of the state senators are up for election and a new governor will be elected.  In a non-election year, negotiations were tough; in the upcoming election year, the same is likely to be the case.  Further, with so many elections to be held, there will be incredible pressure to pass a budget before the end of June AND without a tax increase.  All of this means that the 2010-2011 budget is going to be a struggle for the continued investment in Pennsylvania’s economy.

So, PDC is encouraging communities and Main Street/Elm Street organizations to continue their advocacy efforts.  We discovered that the most effective strategy is to get to legislators in their districts.  First and foremost, drop your local legislators, both Senators and Representatives a brief note thanking them for their support of the New Communities Program. Many of us beat up on them over the last few months. And while we did not get all the money we wanted, it could have been far, far worse. Take a moment  and say thanks. It will go a long way next year.

Second, we need to keep up the advocacy efforts. Large –group, Harrisburg based advocacy, while exciting, is more difficult to coordinate and results in competition with other groups looking to get their message noticed.  When the state legislator is in her or his district and “on the street,” they see how community revitalization works.  Establish monthly communications with your state representative and state senator’s office.  Hand deliver your quarterly reports and annual report.  Also, as your community is planning parades and special events around the holidays, hand deliver invitations to include your legislators in the kick-off events where you generate media coverage.  Provide photo opportunities for your legislators to been seen supporting (and gaining publicity from) the Main Street and Elm Street efforts. Finally, have residents and business owners offer stories to create collateral materials to include in monthly face-to-face conversations with legislators.  While communication with your state legislator is important, do not hesitate to also communicate to staff.  They can become your allies in this process.  PDC will provide templates that you can use to create some of the collateral materials you need to make this advocacy effective.  

With the budget adopted for 2009-2010, PDC will integrate a couple of additional legislative matters into the agenda.  Expect, over the next few weeks, to learn about ways you can impact historic tax credits at both the state and federal level and efforts to beat back blight in our communities.  As was the case with the budget, we will continue to provide the testimony and expertise of our staff to efforts in Harrisburg, but will continue to turn to you, our partners in this revitalization effort, to articulate the vision of economic recovery for Pennsylvania,  starting in our communities.  
Thanks again to all of you for your hard work!!! We appreciate It!!!
Chris Rockey, PDC Board Chair      




 Bill Fontana, Executive Director
    

Prepared by Geoff Brace:  Staff Coordinator to the PDC Legislative and Advocacy Committee 

A CRITICAL NOTE ON 2009-2010 DCED FUNDING LEVELS:  The new 2009-2010 budget of $11.25 million includes funding for Main Street, Elm Street and Enterprise Zones.  As of this date (Friday, October 16, 2009), DCED has “unofficial commitments” for more than this amount. However, DCED only has formal applications and contract amendment documentation in hand for about 25% of this amount.  DCED staff indicated this morning that, at this point, the Department has not made a final decision as to how the funding will be split among the three programs. Applications may drive how this funding is divided among the programs. It is IMPERATIVE that those of you who are expecting 2009-2010 fiscal year funds get your  applications in to DCED as soon as possible. Please remember too that the final approval of funding for this fiscal year may require the completion of your annual program assessment. The sooner you work on these contract administration items, the better off your program will be. If you have any questions, please get in touch with Brian Jeremiah or Melissa Williams ASAP to determine where you stand for 2009-2010 and what you need to do. MONEY IS NOT GOING TO BE CARRIED OVER INTO THE 2010-2011 fiscal year.  This is a “use it or lose it” fiscal year.











